August 2011
Dear Parents,

     Welcome to the 2011-2012 school year!  We are excited about the opportunity to get to know you and your child, and we are looking forward to a productive school year.  We are planning and anticipating a year filled with challenge, learning, and fun.  

     We truly believe that every child is gifted in his or her own unique way. This year we will encourage your child to celebrate and share his or her talents and accomplishments.  Our classrooms will be a safe environment where everyone is encouraged to explore and grow academically.  We firmly believe that all children can learn, and we are committed to helping your child reach beyond his/her potential to grow both academically and socially.  

     We believe that a good parent-teacher relationship is necessary for ensuring the success of every student. Throughout the year, we will communicate with you through e-mails, notes, telephone calls, progress reports, and parent-teacher conferences. 

     Please feel free to contact us at any time with questions or concerns.  We look forward to working with you and your child this year.  
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Fourth Grade Teachers
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Fourth Grade

Fourth Grade Curriculum

Learning in all content areas will be inquiry based.  The students will learn by exploring, investigating, and problem solving.

Communication Arts

Northview’s Literacy Philosophy

     We believe that students should learn to read and write with purpose and intention, which will enrich their lives in significant ways.  We believe that the focus of literacy should be on the reader and writer rather than on literacy processes.  We believe the workshop approach is a tool that gives students the experience, opportunity, reason, and confidence to achieve as life-long communicators.  

Reading

Reading is an integral part of the Communication Arts curriculum.  This year the students will enjoy literature from a variety of genres.  They will learn skills to improve reading comprehension during seven reading units, each of which will be an in-depth study of the seven core reading strategies: monitoring for meaning, using and creating schema, creating mental images, questioning, determining importance, synthesizing, and inferring.  Throughout the school year, the students will participate in Reader’s Workshop and Literature Circles to strengthen their comprehension and critical thinking skills and grow as readers.  

     The Reader’s Workshop model will begin with a whole-group lesson on a particular reading skill, such as inferring, questioning, etc.  Next, the students will engage in independent reading time, in which they will apply the skills they have learned as they read and respond to a self-selected book.  During that time, they will receive individual and/or small group instruction in the form of teacher-led conferences.  Students will be asked to respond to the literature in a variety of ways, such as writing post-it notes, writing letters, and recording their thinking in their readers’ notebooks. 
     The Literature Circle format is similar in that reading time begins with a whole group lesson.  However, small groups will read the same book and meet weekly to discuss the literature.  The students will respond to what they are reading both individually and collaboratively.   

Writing
     The students will engage in Writer’s Workshop every day.  Each workshop will begin with a whole group lesson on a particular writing skill.  Emphasis will be placed on improving the quality of writing by studying the craft of writing.  Next, the students will engage in independent writing time, in which they will apply the skills they have learned as they work on their individual writing projects.  During that time, students will receive instruction in the form of teacher-led individual and small group conferences.  

     The students will study a variety of writing genres during the school year, such as personal narrative, personal essay, fiction, poetry, and non-fiction writing.  Within each genre study, they will participate in prewriting, editing, and revising activities.  At the end of each genre study, we will have a writer’s celebration to showcase the students’ published works.  Weekly word work and grammar instruction will occur outside of the workshop hour.  Each student will be encouraged to apply the spelling and grammar skills they are learning as they complete various writing projects within Writer’s Workshop.

Listening and Speaking

     Finally, Communication Arts involves listening and speaking.  The practice and use of these skills will be embedded into reading and writing activities, as well as other areas of curriculum, such as math, social studies, and science.  

Mathematics

     In math, the lessons will begin with whole group instruction on a particular skill or concept.  Then, the students will be given an opportunity to practice and apply what they have learned by participating in investigations, in which they will use problem-solving skills and critical thinking.  Often times the students will work in collaboration with one another to find multiple ways of solving various problems.  They will be encouraged to share and explain their thinking, both orally and in writing.  They will also use manipulatives, such as connecting cubes, color tiles, power polygons, and many more.  
Our math units are as follows: 

1. Addition, Subtraction, and the Number System

2. Multiplication and Division (I)
3. Data Analysis and Probability
4. Multiplication and Division (II)
5. 2-D Geometry and Measurement
6. Fractions and Decimals
7. Multiplication and Division (III)

8. 3-D Geometry and Measurement
9. Patterns, Functions, and Change

Social Studies

      Many of the tasks in social studies will be project oriented and will incorporate the use of technology.  Furthermore, many of the geography objectives will be integrated throughout the year.  Our socials studies units are as follows:

1. United States Government- The students will learn about important U.S. documents and the principles of constitutional democracy.   
2. Westward Expansion- The students will study the Lewis and Clark Expedition.  They will also learn about Westward Expansion by participating in an Oregon Trail Simulation.  During this experience the students will learn about pioneer life, peoples’ motivations for traveling West, and the hardships people faced.  

3. Missouri History- The students will research and explore various topics about Missouri, such as Missouri’s people, government, geography, economics, and history.  They will incorporate information from these topics into a Missouri Magazine, which they will create using Microsoft Publisher.  
4. Economics- Economics concepts will be integrated during our study of Westward Expansion.  The students will learn about topics such as supply and demand and interdependence.    

Science

     In science, the students will be engaged in Inquiry activities through hands-on exploring and experimenting, as Northview uses the FOSS Science system.  For the Ecosystems unit, Fourth Grade uses the Missouri Department of Conservation Unit.  They will be encouraged to make observations, analyze evidence, and communicate procedures and results for various scientific inquiries.  Our science units are as follows:

1. Investigating Earth Materials and Processes- The focus of this unit is the processes and interactions of the Earth’s systems.  This includes the study of landforms and bodies of water, as well as explorations with rocks, minerals, and fossils.  They will also study weathering, erosion, and decomposition.  Some mixtures and solutions objectives will be discussed, including characteristics of pure substances versus types of mixtures, and how things dissolve in solutions.
2. Interactions Among Organisms and Their Environments- During this unit, the students will learn about diversity of species within ecosystems, including adaptations and classification of organisms.  In addition, basic needs of plants and animals will be investigated, along with the way in which energy flows through ecosystems, and how organisms are interdependent.  
3.  Forms of Energy: Electrical Circuits- During this unit of study, the students will learn that energy has a source, can be transferred, and can be transformed into various forms.  They will have an opportunity to construct an electric circuit by using a source (battery), wires, and a receiver.  They will also learn about the effects of electrostatic force on the motion of objects.  
* Social Studies and Science units will alternate throughout the year.

Classroom Discipline Philosophy

     We have one main rule in our classroom: “Treat others the way you want to be treated.”  This rule is practiced school-wide at Northview.  During the first week of school, the students will be involved in choosing additional classroom expectations.  These will be posted in the classroom once they have been established.
     When a student struggles to follow the rules and expectations, he/she is held responsible for his/her own actions.  I believe that consequences should be natural and logical; therefore, I focus on teaching each student to learn from his/her mistakes and create a plan of action for avoiding the problem in the future.  If a student has a behavior problem, I ask him/her to complete a “Think Sheet”.  The child must complete the sheet, have a parent sign it, and return it to me the following day.   If a child has to fill out multiple problem-solving sheets, or if a problem is severe, further disciplinary action will be taken (i.e. parent/ student/ teacher conference, student being sent to the office).  

Homework

     The students will receive homework assignments on a daily basis.  The purpose of homework is to practice the skills they are learning in class; I will not send home an assignment that will require students to use new skills, which have not yet been taught.  

     I do not grade every homework assignment; however, students do receive credit for turning in the work.  To receive credit, the assignment must be turned in on time, it must be neat, it must be labeled with the student’s name, and it should demonstrate the student’s personal best.  We will either go over the homework whole class, or I will collect it and meet with individual students who need additional help or instruction.   

     At the end of each quarter, I will evaluate each student’s responsibility and participation under the “Behaviors that Promote Learning” section of the grade card based on how well he/she met the homework requirements.
The expectations are as follows: 
· It is the student’s responsibility to complete homework assignments each night and turn them in on time.  

· It is the student’s responsibility to write down homework assignments in his/her planner.  

· If a student is unclear about the expectations for a particular homework assignment, it is his/her responsibility to see me before leaving school that day so assistance may be provided.  

· It is the student’s responsibility to pack the materials needed for completing homework assignments before leaving school and to make sure to bring everything back the next day.  

Consequences for late or incomplete homework: 

· If a student does not have the assignment on the day that it is due, he/she will be asked to complete the assignment during an alternative time to be determined by the teacher.
Planners

     One of the most important tools for communication between home and school is the daily planner.  It is your child’s responsibility to 1.) record homework assignments, project deadlines, and test dates in this planner, 2.) have a parent initial every evening, and 3.) bring the planner back to school each day.  This will enable us to keep the lines of communication open, and it will keep you informed as to what assignments your child is doing.  I will be sending teacher comments in the planner from time to time.  Please feel free to write notes to me in the planner as well.  

Parent Participation

     Throughout the school year, there will be a variety of special classroom activities and celebrations. I invite you to attend these functions when possible and to show support by sending needed supplies or treats. Your support of school activities makes your child feel important and sends the message that you value school. 

Grading


Fourth grade has developed our grading policy in an effort to help all of our students experience success this year.  The grading system emphasizes the importance of students practicing the concepts and skills before they are assessed for mastery.  Mistakes made during the course of the quarter will not be seen as failures, but rather as lessons learned along the way.
· Before being assessed on a particular skill or concept, the students will have multiple opportunities to practice it.  Assignments intended for practice will be checked in but not graded.

· These assignments will not count toward the grade on their progress reports; however, they will receive credit for turning in the work.

· Failure to complete the practice assignments will be reflected under the “Behaviors that Promote Learning” section of the progress report.

· Those students who struggle with a practice assignment will receive re-teaching either individually or in small groups.

· After the students have had adequate practice of a skill or concept, they will be assessed 2-4 times for each objective to determine mastery.

· All grades earned for an objective will be averaged to determine the final progress report grade.

· Assessments may include tests, quizzes, or projects.  In reader’s workshop and writer’s workshop, anecdotal records from individual and small group conferences will also be used as assessments.

· Assessments will be scored using the following point system: 4 (A), 3 (B), 2 (C), 1 (D), 0 (oops, it wasn’t turned in).

· Mastery = 3 or 4 (Your child has independently demonstrated mastery of the objective.)

· Progressing Toward Mastery = 2 (Your child has made adequate progress toward independently demonstrating mastery of the objective; however, he/she needs additional work on this objective to reach mastery.)
· Not Making Adequate Progress = 1 (Your child has not made adequate progress toward independently demonstrating mastery of the objective; this is an area of concern.)

	
	Letter

Grade
	Percent

	4
	A
	95-100

	4
	A-
	90-94

	3.5
	B+
	87-89

	3.5
	B
	83-86

	3
	B-
	80-82

	2.5
	C+
	77-79

	2.5
	C
	73-76

	2
	C-
	70-72

	1.5
	D+
	67-69

	1.5
	D
	63-66

	1
	D-
	60-62

	0
	F
	59-below


Attendance

     Your child's attendance in fourth grade is essential to his/her learning. When a child misses a day of school, he/she misses a day of learning. Each day's learning builds upon the previous day. Therefore, it is important that your child attends school regularly and arrives on time.

     If your child is ill, he or she will receive a make-up work form upon returning to school.  The form will give detailed directions for making up work missed in the various subjects.  

     If it is possible, please call and request that I send your child’s make-up work to the office, where you can pick it up, or send it home with a sibling or neighbor.  Getting a jump-start on the make-up work always helps to alleviate the stress of getting behind.   

Snacks and Water Bottles

     Fourth grade eats a very late lunch each day, so it is a good idea for each student to bring in a healthy snack and a water bottle daily to school.  We are a NUT-FREE gallery because of many allergies.  We will be sending home a list of safe snacks.  Snacks will be eaten at a scheduled time sometime mid-morning.  However, if either becomes a distraction to the student or others in the classroom, he or she will lose the privilege.  

Birthday Treats

In order to maximize instructional time in the classroom and to ensure equity among our classmates, birthday snacks and treats will not be permitted.  Birthdays will be recognized on the school-wide morning announcements, and students will receive a birthday pencil.  In lieu of birthday snacks or treats, you are encouraged to recognize your child’s birthday with a book donation to our classroom library or the Northview Media Center.
Transportation

     Please do not leave a voicemail or email request to change a student’s departure routine.  You must speak with someone in the office.  

Volunteer Opportunities

     Throughout the year, I will need volunteers to help with classroom projects and/or work with individual students or small groups.  As these opportunities arise, I will send notes home.  If you are interested in a particular opportunity, please email me or call.  I always appreciate support from parents!

Missouri Assessment Program

     The Missouri Assessment Program (MAP) is the state test that fourth graders will be taking in early to mid-April.  The students will be tested in mathematics and communication arts.  They will have to perform by answering multiple-choice questions, constructing their own responses, and solving multi-step problems.  The daily learning experiences in which students will be engaged will help them achieve not only the knowledgebase to do well on the MAP, but also the skills needed to be critical thinkers and problem solvers. 

     As the MAP test draws nearer, I will send home information regarding testing dates, snacks, and tips on how to help your child do well.

Student Information Survey
Dear Parents,

     I am pleased to take this opportunity to meet you and welcome your child to my class.  A good learning experience is built on a cooperative effort between parents, children, and the teacher.  With your participation, we can look forward to a productive, creative, and fun year of working, learning, and growing together.  I am very excited about this new school year.

    I would like to ask for your help in getting to know your child.  Please answer the following questions, and provide any additional information that you feel will help me better teach your child.

Child’s Name: ___________________________

1. Are there any special medical needs I should know about?

_______________________________________________________________

2. What are your child’s interests and activities when he/she is not at school?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Within which subjects do you feel your child’s ability is the strongest?  Why?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Within which subjects do you feel your child’s ability is the weakest?  Why?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Within what type of environment does your child best learn? (i.e. quiet, collaborative, background music, etc.)

_______________________________________________________________

6. Please list four words that describe your child.

_______________________________________________________________

7. Are there any experiences that may be affecting your child? (i.e. best friend moved, death in the family, etc.)

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8.  Please include any other information you would like me to know…

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for your time!  Please send this back to school with your child as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Fourth Grade Teachers
